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The  Lincoln  Children 

Robert  Todd  Lincoln 


Presence  at  Presidential 
Assassinations 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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Forbes,  November  25,  1922. 


R.  T.  LINCOLN 
SAW  KILLING 
OF  ALL  THREE 
PRESIDENTS 


Here  is  the  amazing,  the  eery,  experience  of  Robert  T. 

Lincohi,  son  of  President  Lincohi,  and  now  in  his  eightieth 

year.     He  related  it  recently  to  a  friend  and,  so  far  as  I 

know,  it  has  never  before  been  published :   Young  Lincoln 

was  in  the  army  and  stationed  in 

Virginia  when  he  received  an  order 

to  report  at  Washington.      He  got 

into  the  theatre  just  in  time  to  see 

his  father  receive  his  fatal  wound. 

Young  Lincoln  was  Secretary  of  War  under  Garfield. 

He  was  asked  by  the  President  to  meet  him  at  the  station 

and  he  reached  there  just  as  Garfield  was  assassinated. 

Mr.  Lincoln  received  an  invitation  to  attend  the  formal 
opening  of  the  Pan-American  Exposition  at  Bufifalo,  and 
accompanied  by  his  family,  got  there  just  in  time  to  see 
President  McKinley  shot  by  Czolgosz. 
I  A  friend  happened  to  be  with  Mr.  Lincoln  when  he  re- 
ceived an  invitation  to  attend  a  presidential  function  at 
Washington  a  few  years  ago.  He  then  remarked  some- 
thing to  the  effect  that,  "If  they  only  knew,  they  wouldn't 
want  me  there."    And  he  recited  his  experience  as  here 

revealed. 

*     *     * 

j      //  you  have  only  ambition  and  na  energy,  you  will  gei 
ahmit  as  far  as  a  locomotive  zvithout  steam. 
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ROBERT  T.  LINCOLN 

Son   of   President   Lincoln,   who   was   for   many   years 

head  of  the  Pullman  Company  and  is  still  prominently 

identified  with  it 
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Lincoln's  Son  Saw  Three 
Presidents  Shot 


Here  is  the  amazing  experience  of  Robert  T.  Lin- 
coln, son  of  President  Lincoln,  and  now  in  his  8Uth 
year.  He  related  it  recently  to  a  friend  and,  so  far  as 
I  know,  it  has  never  before  been  published:  Young 
Lincoln  was  in  the  army  and  stationed  in  Virginia 
when  he  received  an  order  to  report  at  Washington. 
He  got  into  the  theater  just  in  time  to  see  his  father 
receive  his  fatal  wound. 

Young  Lincoln  was  Secretary  of  War  under  Gar- 
field. He  was  asked  by  the  President  to  meet  him  at 
the  station  and  he  reached  there  just  as  Garfield  was 
assassinated. 

Lincoln  received  an  invitation  to  attend  the  formal 
opening  of  the  Pan-American  Exposition  at  Buffalo, 
and  accompanied  by  his  family,  got  there  just  in 
time  to  see  President  McKinley  shot  by  Czolgosz. 

A  friend  happened  to  be  with  Mr.  Lincoln  when 
he  received  an  invitation  to  attend  a  presidential 
function  at  Washington  a  few  years  ago.  He  then 
remarked  something  to  the  effect  that,  "If  they  only 
knew,  they  wouldn't  want  me  there."  And  he  recited 
his  experience  as  here  revealed. — B.  C.  Forbes,  in 
Forbes  Magazine  (N .  Y .) 
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I.     LINCOLN'S  STORY  IN  ERROR. 

Editor  Horald — On  Ihr  cclltori:!!  pagf; 
Of  your  edition  of  Friday,  Nifvciiiber  7, 
you  reprint  the  ForbcH  urticli!  wlilcli 
btutes  tliut  Rolxirt  T.  Lincoln,  son  of 
the  martyred  preHldent,  lian  hud  Iht). 
leinai'kuhle  cxpcrlenco  of  bolnK  pr^wul, 
V  hen  threes  of  llio  chief  executives  of 
the   trnlted  Slute.s  were  aH.sasHinatcd. 

1'liat  article  just  as  yc^u  ^ave  it,  lia,.s 
been  broadcasted  all  over  the  land.  I 
lirst  saw  it  In  print  about  three  yeai"»' 
tiK'i.  Durlnt?  the  pa.st  year  it  haw  been 
\ari()UHly  attributed  to  li.  C.  Forbes, 
l''oibt;.st  Magazine,  Chicago  Jtlailc,  and 
Pliilad.ilphia  l.e<iK.i.  //-/V  ./f.: 
On'  the  authority  of  owning: 
largest  reference  library  in  Iowa,  as 
well  as  Ihe  larg-est  collection  of  J^in- 
coln  medal.s,  election  ticket s  and  other 
mementos  of  the  former  pre.sidenl,  I 
will  bodly  state  that  there  is  not  one; 
word  of  truth  in  the  statement  that 
Robert  T.  l-,incoln  was  present  wlien 
either  I..incoln,  Garfield  oi-  Mclvinlej 
were  shot. 

Now,  to  besin  with,  Ida  Tarl)ell,  page 
38  Volume  IV,  l^fe  of  Lincoln,  say.s: 
"When  it  was  announced  Lincoln  was 
shot,  every  man  and  v  oinan  in  Iho 
theatre  ru.shed  out  to  tell  it.  A  boy 
•picked  up  at  the  door  was  sent  to  the 
White  House  for  Robert  Lincoln."  So 
much  for  Tarbell. 

Tom  Pendell,  Lincoln's  favorite  body- 
guard, a  man  with  rooms  at  the  White 
House,  in  his  story:  "What  I  know 
about  the  assassination,"  he  .said,  "I 
remember  I  was  sitting  on  the  arm  of 
a  l)ig  easy  chair  in  the  Whiter  House 
wlien  there  came  a  shaip  ring  at  tlie 
hell.  It  was  then  near  10  o'clock  and 
I  was  surprised  tliat  my  callei-  wa."? 
Senator  Charles  Sumner.  A  moment 
later  Isaac  Newton,  commissiom^r  of 
tiie  land  ofTice,  came  to  tlic  doorr  His 
eyes  glittered  like  a  man  with  a  fever. 
It  seemed  lilve  an  age  before  he  blurted 
out,  'My  God,  they  have  shot  the  presi- 
dent.' I  left  Mr.  Newton  at  the  door 
and  ran  along  the  corridor  to  Captain 
Robert  Lincoln's  room.  He  had  not 
retired,  and  I  remember  he  held  a 
medicine  bottle  in  his  hand.  I  shall 
never  forget  till  my  dying  day  the  ex- 
pression that  came  over  his  face  as  1 
.';hrieked    the    fearful    news." 

That  certainly  does  not  sound  as  if 
Robert  had  been  a  witness  to  iiis 
father's  assassination. 

On  pages  101  and  102,  I^aughlin's 
"Death  of  IJncoln,"  I  find  the  follow- 
ing: "Just  then  there  v  as  a  sound  of 
furious  driving,  a  carriage  turned  in 
at  the  north  gate  of  the  White  House. 
Captain  Robert  Lincoln,  who  had  not 
yet  retired,  opened  the  window  and 
looked  out.  To  this  day  Captain  Ijin- 
coln  .says  he  has  not  the  least  idea  who 
it  was  that  brought  the  news  of  the 
assassination,  so  great  was  tlie  excite- 
ment of  the  moment." 

To  make  a  long  story  short,  every 
historian  of  the  hundreds  tliat  mention 
anything  at  all  about  Robert  Lincoln, 
are  a  unit  in  the  statement  that  "He 
was  at  tiie  White  House  ready  to  i-etir^  i 
for  the  night."  '  ') 

President  (Jarfield  was  sliot  at  th(> 
l.altimore  &  Ohio  railroad  depot  in 
Washington  on  July  2,  1882.  No  per- 
Kon  of  ijroininence  was  present  except 
James  (i.  lilalne.  Secretary  of  State,' 
v/ho  had  accompanied  the  pi(;sldent  to 
IIk:  station.  R(jbert  T.  Lincoln  was 
.Secretary  of  War  at  that  time  and  was 
not  HUMMuoni'd  until  all  the  cabinet 
mill  r:;     vvcri'    callrd      to      llir      VVIillc/ 


At  the  time  of  the  as.sassination  of 
MeKlnley,  Robert  T.  Lincoln  v  as  in 
London,  Lngland. — John  W.  Wright, 
Knoxvllle,  Iowa. 
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The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 

"Pernaps  I   Al-i"     ty  Edward  ',Y.   Bok 
pp.27  ff 

"On  one  occasioxi  wnen  ray  company  was  doiug  a  large  piece  of  work 
for  tne  Atchison,   Topeka  and  Santa  Fe  Railroad  I  visited  its  President, 
Mr.   Ripley,    at  his  home   at  Santa  Barbara,   California.     After  our  "busi- 
ness conference,   he   suggested  golf,   axid  He   introduced,  me   to  my  part- 
xxer  wno  turned  oxiz  to  be  Hobert  T.   Lincoln,    then  with   ohe  Puiimafi  Co., 
I  confess  that    I  played  "badly,   beirg  quite  taken  with  the  thought   that 
I  had  as  a  partner  the   son  of  Abraham  Lincoln,   and  I  was  more  concerned 
with  talking  to  him  thaii  with  any  anxiety  about   our   side  winnii^. 

This  acquaintance  was  recalled  to  me  not  lor^   since  when  I   heard  a 
coincidental   story  that   s crack  me  as  iijibeiievable  until   I  wrote  "Mr. 
Li:acoln,    recalling  our  fatal  golf  game,    and  asking  if  tne   story  co-Ud 
be  true.      It  was  oniy  when  Mrs,  Lincom,   writing  for  her  hus'band, 
answered  saying  that  Mr.   LinCoxn  asked  her  to    say  to  me  that   it  was 
trie,    that   I  believed  it. 

It   seems  that  Robert  Lincoln  was  twenty- two  years  old  when  his  father 
Abranam  Lixicoln,   was   shot,      Youi^  Lincoln  was   in  1865,  in  the  army  sta- 
tioned in  Virginia  when  he  received  an  order  to  reT:ort  to  Washia^ton, 
He  arrived  late   in  the  evening,  went   to   the  White  House,   where  he  was 
told  that  his  father  and  mother  had  gone  to  Ford's  t.ieater.     He  went 
over  to   the  theater,    and  arrived  there  just   in  time  to   find  the  audience 
in  an  uproar  and  his  father   being  carried  out.     He  immediately  went 
to  his  father's   side. 

In  the  administration  of  President  G-arfield,   Mr.   Lincoln  was   Secretary 
of  War,     He  intended  to  accompany  the  President  to  ]5lberon,  wew  Jersey. 
Finding  that   an   important  last-moment  raaouer  would  prevent,   Mr.   Lincoln 
hurried  to  the    statiou  to  explain  the  situation  to   the  President,   only 
to  arrive  there  to  hear  a  shot,    see  President  Garfield  fall,   and  go  to 
his  side. 


The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 


\yhen  President  McKiniey  went  to  Buffalo   to  atttiud  the  Exposition,  Mr, 
Lincoln  was  also   invited  and  reached  zne  city  at   the  moment  when  the 
President  was  shot  "by  Czol^osz,   and  a^ain  hurried  to  the  President's 
side. 

President  Harding  asked  Wr.  Lincoln  to  ax &cnd  the  formal  opening  of 
the  Lincoln  Memorial   at  Washington.     He  accepted  almost  witn  fear. 
But   fortunately  nothing  haiopened. 
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ON  THE  night  of  April  14,  1865— a  night  which 
marked  one  of  the  great  tragedies  in  Ameri- 
can history — ^President  Lincoln  and  Mrs. 
Lincoln  went  to  the  theater  as  the  center  of  a  gay 
little  group  which  was  almost  like  a  guard  of 
honor.  The  long,  woeful  years  of  civil  war  were 
over;  Mrs.  Lincoln  had  planned  the  party  to  cheer 
her  sad-eyed  husband.  In  the  group  was  their 
eldest  son,  Robert  Todd  Lincoln. 

Surprised  and  pleased,  the  audience  at  the  Ford 
Theater  enjoyed  its  light-hearted  hour  which 
ended  in  black  confusion.  For  the  bullet  sent 
by  the  half -mad  actor,  John  Wilkes  Booth,  found 
its  mark.  Robert  Lincoln  helped  to  carry  the 
Great  Emancipator  to  the  little  house  across  the 
street  where  he  died. 

A  lawyer  by  profession,  Robert  never  ran  for 
public  office.  He  did,  however,  serve  his  country 
as  Secretary  of  War  under  Presidents  Garfield  and 
Arthur  and  as  Minister  to  Great  Britain  imder 
President  Harrison. 

On  July  2,  1881,  Robert  was  hurrying  up  to  President  Garfield  in  the  railway 
station  at  Washington  when  Garfield  was  fatally  shot  by  Charles  J.  Guiteau, 
a  disappointed  office  seeker. 

,  Twenty  years  later,  Robert  travelled  to  Buffalo  to  hear  President  McKinley 
make  the  opening  address  at  the  Pan-American  Exposition  of  1901.  At  a  public 
reception  to  the  President  at  the  Exposition,  Leon  Czolgosz,  an  anarchist,  fired 
the  bullet  from  which  McKinley  died  eight  days  later. 

Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  who  by  a  whim  of  fate  was  present  at  the  assassina- 
tion of  three  Presidents,  was  offered  a  Cabinet  post  by  President  Theodore  Roose- 
velt. When  he  refused,  he  said:  "I  must  decline  because  I  feel  I  have  brought 
bad  luck  to  the  office  of  the  President  of  the  United  States." — Enid  Haupt. 


Robert  Todd  Lincoln 
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Tragic  Destiny 
In  The  Life  Of 
Lincoln's  Son 


By    CLEMENS   KIRCHNER 

BUdc    Special    Writer 

CHILDREN  who  live  in  the  shadow  of  their 
father's  fame  have  sometimes  followed  a 
strange  path  in  life.  None  had  a  stranger  des- 
tiny than  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  eldest  son  of 
President  Abraham  Lincoln. 

There  seemed  to  hover  over  this  son  of  a 
great  man  a  grim  shadow  of  tragedy — the  story 
of  which  is  one  of  the  most  intriguing  of  little- 
knowm  sidelights  on  American  history.  This 
weird  but  true  life  chronicle  began  on  the  eve- 
ning of  April  14,  1865,  when  Robert  Todd 
Lincoln  arrived  in  Washington  and  hurried  to 
join  his  father  at  the  Ford  Theater. 

There  was  great  excitement  within  the 
theater.  Robert  had  great  difficulty  working 
his  way  through  the  crowd  to  the  President's 
box.  He  reached  it  to  find  his  father  slumped  in 
his  seat,  the  victim  of  the  actor-assassin,  John 
Wilkes  Booth. 

• 

SIXTEEN  YEARS  later,  after  Robert  Lincoln 
had  become  secretary  of  war  in  the  cabinet  of 
President  Garfield,  this  painful  memory  was 
dramatically  revived.  President  Garfield  was 
about  to  leave  Washington  the  afternoon  of 
July  2,  1881,  to  attend  a  college  reunion.  In 
keeping  with  the  custom,  members  of  the  cabi- 
net went  to  the  railroad  station  to  bid  their 
chief  good-by. 

Robert  Lincoln  was  a  little  late.  He  left  his 
carriage  outside  and  hurried  on  foot  into  the 
station — just  in  time  to  encounter  a  group  of 
men  who  were  carrying  President  Garfield  to  a 
doctor.  President  Garfield  had  been  shot  in  the 
back  by  an  assassin! 

This  weird  coincidence,  the  similarity  of  his 
presence  at  his  father's  assassination,  weighed 
heavily  on  Robert  Lincoln's  mind.  Indeed,  after 
a  tenure  as  minister  to  England,  he  left  public 
service  and  entered  private  business. 


THE  EVENTFUL  19th  Century  passed  into 
history — and  with  the  coming  of  1901,  a  great 
fair,  the  Pan-American  Exposition,  was  opened 
in  Buffalo,  N.Y.  For  this  gala  occasion  Presi- 
dent McKinley  invited  Robert  Lincoln  and  his 
family  to  attend  as  his  guests. 

This  should  have  been  a  festive  event,  yet  fate 
had  still  another  cruel  prank  to  play  on  the 
eldest  son  of  a  great  president.  Robert  Lincoln 
arrived  at  the  Temple  of  Music  building  of  the 
Exposition,  where  President  McKinley  was  hold- 
ing a  reception,  just  in  time  to  see  his  host  struck 
down,  the  victim  of  a  demented  assassin's  bullet! 
Lincoln  .  .  .  Garfield  .  .  .  McKinley.  Three 
presidents  of  the  United  States  have  been  as- 
sassinated in  our  history.  And  each  time,  it  was 
the  tragic  destiny  of  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  to 
be  an  unwilling  witness  to  the  event. 
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Chicago  Tribune 


October  8,  1974 


Q— Recently  a  friend  told  me  that  one  of  President  Lincoln's 
sons  was  not  only  present  when  his  father  was  killed  but  also 

happened  to  be  on,  th£  scene 
when  another  President  was 
assassinated,  and  yet  again 
when  another  high  govern- 
ment official  was  killed.  If 
this  is  true,  who  was  the  son 
and  who  were  the  men  killed? 
C.  J.  Harvey 

A— Your  friend's  partly 
right.  Lincoln's  eldest  sonj 
Robert  Todd,  was  at  Ford's 
Theater  when  his  father  was 
shot.  In  1881,  while  secretary 
of  war  under  President  James 
A.  Garfield,  Robert  T.  Lin- 
coln went  to  a  train  station  to 
tell  the  President  that  he, 
could  not  accompany  him  on 
a  trip.  When  he  arrived,  he 
found  out  that  Garfield  had 
just  been  fatally  shot.  In 
1901,  the  younger  Lincoln 
went  to  the  Pan  American 
E.xposition  at  the  personal  invitation  of  President  William 
McKiniey.  When  he  inquired  about  a  large  crowd  gathering, 
he  was  told  that  McKiniey  had  just  been  mortally  wounded 
by  a  gunshot. 


Robert  Todd  Lincoln 


CJ 


Q—I  wish  to  make  a  correction.  Yon  stated  that  Robert 
Todd  Lincoln  was  at  Ford's  Theater  when  his  father  was 
assassinated.  He  was  not,  according  to  Carl  Sandburg's 
"The  Prairie  Years  and  the  War  Years."  Robert  Lincob 
was  at  the  White  House  and  it  was  there  he  learned  his 
father  had  been  shot.  All  the  books  I  have  read  on  Lincoln 
state  the  same  thing.  What's  your  source? 

Mrs.  H.  W.,  Tinley  Park 

A— We  refer  you  to  Joseph  Nathan  Kane's  "Facts  About 
the  Presidents."  On  page  117,  Kane  states  that  Lincoln's  son 
was  at  the  theater.  However,  John  G.  Nicolay  and  John  Jay, 
in  their  "Abraham  Lincoln,  a  History,"  support  your  con- 
tention. 
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by  Irving  Wallace.  David  Wallechinsky,  and  Amy  Wallace 


No  Waterloo  Battle 

'  he  great  battle  of  Waterloo  did  not 
take  place  at  Waterloo.  To  be  accu- 
rate, we  should  say  of  someone  in  de- 
feat, "He  met  his  La  Belle-Alliance." 
For  it  was  there,  not  at  Waterloo, 
that  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  French 
forces  were  beaten  on  June  J8,  1815, 
by  the  Allies  under  the  Duke  of  Well- 
ington.  Waterloo,  a  suburb  of 
Brussels.  Belgium,  is  7  miles  north  of 
the  battlefield. 

Delayed  by  rain,  the  battle  began 
at  11:30  a.m.  Wellington's  troops 
were  ranged  along  a  ridge  at  the  town 
:  of  Mont-Saint-Jean;  four  miles  to  the 
south  were  Napoleon's  forces  on  a 
facing  ridge  at  La  Belle-Alliance.  In 
between  was  a  valley  of  death  where, 
for  more  than  eight  hours,  thousands 
of  men  fought  and  died  in  the  blood- 
soaked  mud.  At  the  end  of  the  battle, 
more  than  one-third  of  Napoleon's 
men  were  wounded  or  dead.  Napo- 
leon wept,  wishing  he  too  had  died. 
Victor  Hugo,  an  authority  on  the 
Napoleonic    Wars,    later   wrote: 
•'.."and  Waterloo,  which  had  no 
share  in  the  battle,  has  all  the  honor. 
A  dubious  honor,  as  attested  to  by  the 
battle-scarred  little  towns  on  the 
battlefield,  including  La  Belle-Al- 
liance." 


Wellington  addressing  his  troops 


Congress  once  voted  on  a  bill  to  send 
an  expedition  to  the  center  of  the 
earth.  Although  the  bill  was  defeated,  it 
did  receive  25  favorable  votes. 

It  was  in  1823  that  Kentucky  Con- 
gressman Richard  Johnson  (later  Vice 
President  under  Martin  Van  Buren)  tried 
to  gel  funding  lor  the  expedition  inio  the 
eanh's  inicnor  Johnson  was  one  of  thou- 
sands ol  Americans  who  believed  m  the 
popular  "hollow  earth  theory"  advo- 
cated by  Capt.  John  Cleves  Symmes. 

A  respected  veteran  of  the  War  of 
1X12,  .Symmes  described  the  earth  as  a 
group  ot  hollow,  concentric  spheres, 
u'iih  an  opening  al  the  North  Pole  4()()() 
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Robert  Todd  Lincoln  at  22.  about  the  time  when  his  father  wai  assassinated 

TheJinx 


Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  eldest  son  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  earned  the  tragic 
distinction  of  being  nearby  when  three 
different  U.S.  Presidents  were  shot  to 
death  by  assassins.  After  the  third 
murder,  he  carefully  avoided  the  next 
Chief  Executive,  saying:  "...there  is  a 
certain  fatality  about  Presidential  func- 
tions when  1  am  present." 

Away  at  Harvard  during  his  father"  s 
While  Houj.e  years,  Robert  arrived  for  a 
visit  on  April  14,  1865— the  last  full  day 
of  his  father's  life.  That  night  Lincoln 
was  shot  while  watching  a  play  Robert 
rushed  to  his  side,  staying  until  the  Presi- 
dent died  the  next  morning. 

After  the  funeral,  Robert  went  with 
his  mother  to  live  in  Chicago.  He  studied 
law  and  prospered  as  an  attorney.  Always 
an  introverted  man,  Robert  resented  any 
intrusions  on  his  privacy.  Those  who 
looked  for  resemblances  between  father 
and  son  found  few,  and  many  observed 
that  he  was  proud  and  oversensitive,  like 


his  mother  But  the  Lincoln  name  kept 
Robert  in  the  political  spotlight,  even 
though  he  shied  away  from  the  glare.  To 
him,  politics  meant  sacrifice,  not  glory. 
And  so  when  President  James  Garfield 
named  him  Secretary  of  War  in  1881,  he 
accepted  it  as  a  duty  One  hot  July  morn- 
ing later  that  year,  Robert  arrived  at  the 
train  depot  in  Washington  just  in  time  to 
see  the  President  gunned  down.  Looking 
gray  and  weak.  Garfield  took  Robert's 
hand  and  seemed  to  revive,  but  within 
three  months  he  was  dead. 

By  1897  Robert  had  become  a  mil- 
lionaire as  president  of  the  Pullman 
Company  The  son  of  the  Great  Eman- 
cipator was  now  a  rich  industrialist. 

In  September  1901  he  took  his  family 
to  Buffalo,  N.Y.  —  they  were  to  meet 
President  William  McKinley  No  sooner 
had  the  Lincolns  arrived  than  they  heard 
the  news:  The  President  had  just  been 
shot.  Robert  was  able  to  see  McKinley 
once  before  he  died  a  week  later. 


The  Hollow  Earth 
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would  sail  over  a  curved  rim  and  down 
the  inner  side  of  the  planet.  There,  they 
would  find  a  "warm  and  rich  land, 
stocked  with  thrifty  vegetables  and  ani- 
mals, if  not  men..."  Fn  1818  Symmes 
mailed  a  brochure  to  American  and 
European  .scientists,  requesting  support. 
He  included  a  medical  report  that  con- 
firmed his  sanity.  No  response  came,  so 
Symmes  contacted  his  Congressman, 
Richard  Johnson.  When  Symmes  died  in 
1829,  he  had  not  seen  his  theory  proved 
or  disproved. 

By  the  1920s,  many  aerial  expeditions 
had  Hown  over  the  poles  without  sight- 
ing Symmes'  openings  to  the  worid 
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"The  more  things  change " 

Items  from  past  issues  of  Forbes 

Sixty  years  ago  in  Forbes 

(From  the  issue  of  NQrernher  _'5,  1922) 


Abraham  Lincoln 's  son  Robert  T.  Lincoln 


"Here  is  the  amazing,  eery  experience 

of  Robert  T.  Lincoln,  son  of  President 
Lincoln,  and  now  in  his  eightieth 
year.  He  related  it  recently  to  a  friend 
and,  so  far  as  I  know,  it  has  never 
before  been  published.  Young  Lincoln 
was  in  the  army  and  stationed  in  Vir- 
ginia when  he  received  an  order  to 
report  at  Washington.  He  got  into  the 
theatre  just  in  time  to  see  his  father 
receive  his  fatal  wound. 

"Young  Lincoln  was  Secretary  of 
War  under  Garfield.  He  was  asked  by 
the  President  to  meet  him  at  the  sta- 
tion, and  he  reached  there  just  as  Gar- 
field was  assassinated. 

"Mr.  Lincoln  received  an  invitation 
to  attend  the  formal  opening  of  the 
Pan-American  Exposition  at  Buffalo, 
and  accompanied  by  his  family,  got 
there  just  in  time  to  see  President 
McKinley  shot  by  Czolgosz. 

"A  friend  happened  to  be  with  Mr. 
Lincoln  when  he  received  an  invita- 
tion to  attend  a  presidential  function 
at  Washington  a  few  years  ago.  He 
then  remarked  something  to  the  ef- 
fect that,  'If  they  only  knew,  they 
wouldn't  want  me  there.'  " 


FORBES,  NOVEMBER  22,  1982 


COINCIDENCE  IS  HARD  TO  EXPLAIN 

Abraham  Lincoln's  son,  Robert,  was  in  tlie  Army, 
during  his  father's  presidency.  One  day  Robert  received 
orders  to  report  to  Washington;  on  his  arrival  he  was 
told  his  parents  were  at  Ford's  Theater.  As  he  entered 
thai  biiildinK  be  met  a  group  carryiiig  out  the  body  of 
the  President. 

Years  later,  as  Secretary  of  War  under  Gartield,  he 
Was  reciuested  by  the  President  to  go  with  him  to  New 
Jersey.  At  the  last  moment,  findijig  out  that  business 
would  necessitate  his  remaining  in  Washington,  Robert 
Lincoln  hastened  to  the  depot  to  inform  the  President 
of  the  fact.  'At  the  building  he  met  a  group  carrying  out 
the  fatall\'  wounded  President. 

Twenty  years  later  President  IMcKinley  invited  Rubert 
to  the  Pan-American  Exposition.  Linioln  accepted  with 
misgi\ings.  At  the  door  of  the  building  where  he  had 
been  told  to  go,  he  met  a  group  carrying  President  Mc- 
Kinley,  victim  of  an  assassin. — Anon 


SAW  THREE  PRESIDENTS  KILLED 

Here  is  the  amazing,  the  eery,  experience 
of  Robert  T.  Lincoln,  son  of  President  Lin- 
cohi,  and  former  president  of  the  PuHman 
Company,  now  in  his  eightieth  year.  He 
related  it  recently  to  a  friend  and,  so  far 
as  I  know,  it  has  never  before  been  pub- 
lished :  Young  Lincoln  was  in  the  army 
and  stationed  in  Virginia  when  he  received 
an  order  to  report  at  Washington.  He  got 
into  the  theatre  just  in  time  to  see  his  father 
receive  his  fatal  wound. 

Young  Lincoln  was  secretary  of  war  un- 
der Garfield.  He  was  asked  by  the  presi- 
dent to  meet  him  at  the  station  and  he 
reached  there  just  as  Garfield  was  assas- 
sinated. 

Mr.  Lincoln  received  an  invitation  to 
attend  the  formal  opening  of  the  Pan- 
American  Exposition  in  Buffalo,  and,  ac- 
companied by  his  family,  got  there  just  in 
time  to  see  President  McKinley  shot  by 
Czolgosz. 

A  friend  happened  to  be  with  Mr.  Lincoln 
when  he  received  an  invitation  to  attend  a 
presidential  function  in  Washington  a  few 
years  ago.  He  then  remarked  something  to 
the  effect  that,  "If  they  only  knew,  they 
wouldn't  want  me  there."  And  he  recited 
his  experience  as  here  revealed. — Forbes. 

Q.  Where  was  Robert  Lincoln  when 
hl8  father  was  shot?  B.  B. 

A.  According  to  Hay  and  Nicolay'3 
"Life  of  Lincoln"  ho  waa  aittlng:  In 
on  of  the  White  House  offices  talk- 
Ingr  with  John  Hay  when  the  crowd  i 
burst  In,  cryinff  tliat  President  Wu- j 
coin    ha4    been    aeeasalnated. 


